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Vision
The Wilderness Area is a place where natural resources are
managed for diversity. Through controlled public access, it offers a
sense of tranquility where individuals and small groups can safely
visit to experience, enjoy, and learn. The Wilderness Area is a
benefit to its immediate neighbors and the city as a whole.

View of Northern Mixed Chaparral along western portion of La Verne Wilderness Area, facing west. ©Rincon Consultants, Inc. 2016.
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Existing Conditions
Regional Setting
The city of La Verne is located in the foothills of the San Gabriel and Pomona calleys in the eastern
portion of Los Angeles County. The entire incorporated area measures approximately 9.09 square
miles. La Verne is bordered by unincorporated portions of Los Angeles County to the north,
Claremont to the east, Pomona to the south, and San Dimas to the west. La Verne is located on a
broad alluvial fan at the foot of the San Gabriel Mountains. The mountain range serves as a striking
backdrop to the City on its northern edge. A variety of land holdings in the northern portions of La
Verne are preserved as open space, and areas north of these areas are encompassed in the Angeles
National Forest and the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument.
The Angeles National Forest was established by Executive Order in December 1892 and covers
approximately 700,000 acres. The Forest, including the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument,
provides open space to more than 15 million people living within 90 minutes of the area, and
provides a portion of the drinking water to Los Angeles. The land within the Forest is as diverse in
appearance and terrain as it is in the opportunities it provides for enjoyment. Elevations range from
1,200 feet to the 10,064-foot Mt. San Antonio, nicknamed Mt. Baldy. Much of the Forest is covered
with dense chaparral that shifts to pine and fir-covered slopes at the higher elevations.

San Gabriel Mountains National Monument sign, image courtesy USDA Forest Service.
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The San Gabriel Mountains National Monument (Monument) is located primarily in the Angeles
National Forest and measures 346,177 acres. The Antiquities Act of 1906 grants the President or
Congress the authority to designate national monuments in order to protect “objects of historic or
scientific interest.” The Monument was established in 2014 and is the eighth Forest Servicemanaged national monument. The Monument is the heaviest used area in the Angeles National
Forest, which receives more than four million visitors per year. Hiking, biking, horseback riding, offhighway vehicle use, fishing, hang-gliding, hunting and picnicking are just a few of the recreational
activities in the Monument.
Deep canyons, many with perennial streams, provide crucial habitat for rare and unique wildlife,
including the California condor, the California spotted owl, bighorn sheep, and 1,000-year-old limber
pines. The Monument is also rich with cultural and historic sites. Within the Monument, more than
600 archeological sites exist including several rock art and cupules features exist, the concentration
of which is unique to southern California. Two Native American rock art sites are listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.

La Verne Wilderness Area
In 2006, the City of La Verne (City), acquired 208 acres in north La Verne through State grant funds
obtained in cooperation with the County of Los Angeles, the Trust for Public Land, and the La Verne
Land Conservancy. This land was combined with 150 acres already owned by the City to create an
open space preserve of 358 acres, collectively referred to as the Wilderness Area. Figure 1 depicts
the location of the Wilderness Area boundaries in relation to the City.
The Wilderness Area is located north of Golden Hills Road, east of Mountain Springs Ranch Road,
and west of Stephens Ranch Road. Elevation onsite ranges from 1,435 feet in the southwest corner
to 3,165 feet in the northeast corner. Based on a review of historic aerial photographs, the
Wilderness Area has been maintained in the same largely natural condition since at least 1994. The
Wilderness Area is located partially within, and surrounded to the west/northwest, north, and east
by the Angeles National Forest and the recently-designated San Gabriel Mountains National
Monument. Residential developments are adjacent to the Wilderness Area along Divot Drive to the
southwest and along Monterey Street, Calle Aragon, and Brydon Road to the south. The majority of
the Wilderness Area consists of open space and mostly undeveloped land. The southwestern corner
of the Wilderness Area, along Monterey Street, has been disturbed by mowing activities and a fire
road (Sunset Peak Mountainway) traverses the western and northern portions of the Wilderness
Area. The remainder of the Wilderness Area is relatively undisturbed and covered in dense
vegetation.
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Figure 1 Project Location
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Wildlife Habitat Conditions
The Wilderness Area consists of relatively undisturbed dense native vegetation with the exception
of a few disturbed areas along the southern edge of the Wilderness Area and along the fire road. As
shown in Table 1 and depicted in Figure 2 below, eight vegetation communities or land cover types
were mapped within the Wilderness Area.
Table 1 Vegetation Communities
Vegetation Community

Acreage

Annual Brome Grassland

7.8

California Sagebrush-Black Sage Scrub

7.6

Chamise-Black Sage Chaparral

7.3

Chamise-Laurel Sumac Scrub

251.1

Coast Live Oak Woodland

69.6

Coast Live Oak Woodland/Grass

4.1

Coast Prickly Pear Scrub*

2.9

Developed/Disturbed

12.7

Total Vegetation

363.11

Notes:
*sensitive plant community
1

Acreage counts are approximate as the vegetation communities do not stop and start at the exact boundary lines of the Wilderness
Area

The biota of the Wilderness Area is characterized by of large expanses of chaparral, scrub and
woodland habitats that provide suitable habitat for several general and special status wildlife
species. A full list of vegetation and wildlife species that potentially inhabit the Wilderness Area is
included in Appendix A. Native trees (e.g., coast live oak, laurel sumac, California sycamore) and
shrubs (e.g., chamise, California sagebrush) that could provide suitable nesting habitat for several
common avian species occur within the Wilderness Area and the immediate vicinity. Among the
communities mapped with the Wilderness Area, coast prickly pear scrub is considered a sensitive
plant community. The California Natural Diversity Database (CNNDB) records 19 sensitive plant
species, five sensitive plant communities, 25 sensitive wildlife species, and four sensitive natural
communities either in the boundaries of or within the five–mile search radius of the Wilderness
Area (CA Department of Fish and Wildlife 2016a and 2016b). The four sensitive natural communities
include: Canyon Live Oak Ravine Forest, Riversidean Alluvial Fan Sage Scrub, Southern California
Arroyo Chub/Santa Ana Sucker Stream, and Southern Sycamore and Alder Riparian Woodland.
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Figure 2 Wilderness Area Vegetation
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Watershed Conditions
The City of La Verne lies in the San Gabriel River Basin between the San Jose Hills to the south and
the San Gabriel Mountains to the north and is surrounded by creeks, washes, and drainages flowing
southward off the northern mountains. Three main drainages, San Dimas Wash, Live Oak Creek, and
San Jose Wash, collect in a small basin at the northeast of the San Jose Hills, which contains
Puddingstone Reservoir. The Emerald Flood Control Channel runs north-south, along “B” Street.
The City of La Verne, including the Wilderness Area, lies in the San Gabriel River Watershed. The
watershed drains into the San Gabriel River from the San Gabriel Mountains flowing 58 miles south
until its confluence with the Pacific Ocean. Major tributaries to the San Gabriel River include Walnut
Creek, San Jose Creek, Coyote Creek, and numerous storm drains entering from the 19 cities that
the San Gabriel River passes through. Figure 3 depicts the rivers and major tributaries of the City.
The Wilderness Area consists of vacant, natural open space encompassing several steep, relatively
small canyons that drain into a single unimproved watercourse and end at an outlet located at
Golden Hills Road. As a consequence, the Wilderness Area and land downstream have been subject
to flooding during heavy rain events. Local hydrology studies suggest that prior to any development
in the canyon, a system of debris basins be constructed to protect existing and future development
downstream. However, pursuant to conditions contained in the grant funding agreement, no flood
control improvements are allowed in the 208-acre portion of the Wilderness Area purchased using
grant funds.

Jurisdictional Waters and Wetlands
According to the National Wetlands Inventory (USFWS 2016), several riverine and freshwater
forested/shrub wetlands are mapped throughout the Wilderness Area (Figure 4). The majority of
the mapped features are located in dry upland areas of the watershed and do not contain evidence
of flows or riparian vegetation. These areas likely convey runoff during heavy storm events from the
upper portions of the watershed to the drainage feature that runs northeast/southwest along the
southern portion of the Wilderness Area. The drainage feature along the southern portion of the
Wilderness Area contains evidence of flows and scattered riparian vegetation (California sycamore,
blue elderberry, mulefat) and connects to the storm drain system after it leaves the Wilderness Area
at a private drive, which extends north of Divot Drive at Golden Hills Road. A formal jurisdictional
delineation of waters and wetlands is required to comprehensively identify potential jurisdictional
aquatic resources within the Wilderness Area and to determine whether the riverine and freshwater
forested/shrub wetlands mapped by the National Wetlands Inventory are subject to United States
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), and/or the Los
Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) jurisdiction.
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Figure 3 City of La Verne Rivers and Major Tributaries
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Figure 4 Wilderness Area Riverine and Freshwater Forested/Shrub Wetlands
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Wildfire Conditions
The City of La Verne is one of 1,289 communities in California identified as a “community at risk” by
the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE). The City is also designated a
Hazard Level Code of “3,” which indicates the highest fire threat level. CAL FIRE used three main
factors to determine which communities were at risk and their level of fire threat. These factors
were: 1) high fuel hazard, 2) probability of a fire, and 3) proximity of intermingled wildland fuels
with urban environments.
There are many types of ignition sources resulting in wildland fires including natural (e.g., lightning
strikes) and human (accidental or deliberate). The highest risk of fire occurrence comes from human
activity, as lightning is a rare event in the lower elevations of the San Gabriel Mountains. Vegetative
clusters, which are fuel for ignitions, can be noted along San Dimas Canyon Road, Live Oak Canyon
Road, throughout portions of unincorporated La Verne, and near Sycamore Canyon in San Dimas.
Arson fires originating along San Dimas Canyon Road to the north of the Project Site are a concern
and have the potential to rapidly impact the Wilderness Area and residential neighborhoods to the
south.
The greatest wildfire threat to the City comes from fires spreading from the Angeles National Forest
or from undeveloped Los Angeles County lands east of the City, especially during the seasonal surge
of Santa Ana winds. While the strong downslope Santa Ana winds present the clearest wildfire
hazard to the City, vegetation conditions across the southern front of the San Gabriel Mountains
place the community at risk even under typical on-shore wind conditions.
Low-density single-family residential neighborhoods have been developed along the southern and
western boundaries of the project site, approximately zero to 1,000 feet from the project area
boundary. Single-family residences occur along the southern portion of the project boundary on
Monterey Street. There is a proposed residential development (Sage Canyon) adjacent to the
Wilderness Area along its southwestern boundary.
Landowners, and in many cases HOAs, are responsible for meeting fire hazard reduction standards
on privately owned open spaces within established neighborhoods. Existing woodland understory
within 200 feet of existing residences south of the Wilderness Area has been altered by annual
vegetation removal since the early 1980s. The City’s Public Works Department manages vegetation
management programs for all City-owned land, which includes the Wilderness Area. In addition, the
City’s Community Wildfire Protection Plan contains fuel modification guidelines for residential
properties in this area and continued adherence to that plan should continue to protect these
neighborhoods from fire risks, to the extent possible. Continued inter-agency coordination between
the City of La Verne, Los Angeles County, and neighboring foothill cities for future fire management
would also help lower fire risks.

Existing Public Access Conditions
From the west, access to the Wilderness Area plateau is currently available via an unimproved
parking area off San Dimas Road and a foot trail that connects with Sunset Ridge Road (sometimes
referred to as Sunset Ridge Truck Trail or Sunset Peak Motorway). From the northeast, Sunset Ridge
Road travels down from Sunset Peak within the Angeles National Forest and along the border of the
San Dimas Experimental Forest to the Wilderness Area. Sunset Ridge Road is a 12- to 16-foot wide

City of La Verne
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dirt fire road. Access from the south to and through the lower portions of the Wilderness Area is
closed to public use.
The City has vehicular access to the lower wash area of the Wilderness Area off Via Vista Court,
which is gated and closed to public use. There is open access to the lower wash area of the
Wilderness Area through private property, both at the downstream and upstream ends of the lower
wash. There are no City-maintained trails from the wash area connecting uphill with Sunset Ridge
Road.

View of dry drainage and surrounding Coastal Live Oak woodland in southwestern corner of La Verne Wilderness Area, facing northeast.
©Rincon Consultants, Inc. 2016.
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Management and Public Access Plan History
Background
The grant funds used to acquire the Wilderness Area were dedicated to the “acquisition,
development, improvement, rehabilitation or restoration of real property for parks and park safety,
senior recreation facilities, gang prevention, beaches, recreation, community or cultural facilities,
trails, wildlife habitat or natural land in order to establish open space areas”(County of Los Angeles
1996, 2005). At the time the funds were allocated for purchasing the lands, the City agreed to
maintain and operate the property in perpetuity. Conditions in the grant funding include specific
stipulations requiring reasonable public access, except where such access would interfere with
resource protection (Sections 10c and 13), and prohibiting flood control projects within the grant
lands (Section 17d). In order to fulfill the requirements of the land acquisition grant, the La Verne
Wilderness Area Management and Public Access Plan ("Management Plan") was prepared to
address the resolution of wildlife conservation, public access, and habitat management issues in an
integrated program.
In 2007 and 2008, the City began the planning process to develop a Draft Management Plan for the
Wilderness Area. This planning was structured around three facilitated public workshops. An
average of approximately 45 individuals, many of them neighbors to the Wilderness Area, attended
each workshop. The workshop objectives were as follows:


November 2007: to solicit community perspectives about a "Vision" for the Wilderness Area
and identify resource management and/or passive outdoor recreation and education activities
to be evaluated for inclusion in the Management Plan.



January 2008: to overview management opportunities and constraints, present a framework
for management alternatives, and solicit individual views about management alternatives.



March 2008: to overview preferred Draft Management Plan recommendations and solicit
individual views about those recommendations.

In addition to the public workshops, the City conducted individual and small group interviews with
government agencies, special interest groups, and immediate neighbors to the Wilderness Area to
specifically discuss public access. The public access discussions took into account the legal
requirements associated with the acquisition grant, management responsibilities, and alternative
management methods and facilities that would be helpful in controlling public access.
In October, 2008 a Draft Management Plan was produced for the City’s consideration that outlined
recommendations for habitat resource enhancement, public safety actions, and controlled public
access along with selected management alternatives. At that time, the City elected to postpone any
action in advancing the review and refinement of the Draft Management Plan.
In 2016, the City re-initiated review of the management options presented in the 2008 Draft
Management Plan and determined to prepare an Environmental Impact Report for the management
program consistent with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines. On September
20, 2016, a public scoping workshop was conducted to review the resource and public access
management concepts being considered and to solicit direction from the community for how to
City of La Verne
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best steward the Wilderness Area resources while also providing low-impact outdoor recreation and
educational experiences. There were 26 people in attendance, primarily the neighbors immediately
south of the Wilderness Area. A summary of this meeting, as well as those from 2007 and 2008, can
be found in Appendix B. All public scoping meeting comments have been incorporated into the 2017
La Verne Wilderness Area Management and Public Access Plan.

Intent and Purpose
The Wildlife Conservation Board’s grant terms requires the Wilderness Area to be managed “for the
purposes of wildlife habitat preservation, restoration and management, wildlife-oriented education
and research, and for compatible public or private uses, all as may be consistent with wildlife habitat
preservation and protection of sensitive biological resources.” Therefore, the Wilderness Area
Management and Public Access Plan includes selective habitat enhancement actions, the resolution
of public safety hazards, and opportunities for limited controlled public access as part of the City’s
stewardship responsibilities for the Wilderness Area.

Northern Mixed Chaparral in western
corner of La Verne Wilderness Area,
facing west.
©Rincon Consultants, Inc. 2016
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Goals, Objectives, and Actions
For the purpose of this Management Plan, stated goals are specific physical improvements or
management policies that would implement the Vision for the Wilderness Area. Objectives are
subcomponents of the goals that translate the intended improvements into actions to be taken.
Each objective entails taking two or more actions, some of which are common among the
objectives, in order to meet the intended goal. To the extent practicable and allowable by physical,
biological, and social constraints, the City is committed to the realization of multiple management
goals with specific associated objectives for the Wilderness Area.
Goals are organized into the following categories:


Wildlife Habitat Conservation: addressing habitat enhancement and stewardship activities



Public Safety: addressing potential hazards including flooding and wildfire



Public Access: addressing provision of low-impact trail-related recreation and interpretive
education



General Management Goals: addressing ongoing oversight, operation, and maintenance of
the Wilderness Area

Wildlife Habitat Conservation Goals
The Wilderness Area is located in the foothills of the San Gabriel Mountains and supports native
vegetation characteristic of the region, including chaparral and oak woodland over the majority of
its extent and patches of alluvial fan sage scrub and cactus scrub vegetation occur in localized areas
(see Figure 2). In addition, annual grassland is scattered on ridgelines and in the canyon bottom
where disturbances cleared native vegetation at some point in the past. This mosaic of vegetation
types provides a varied habitat structure for wildlife populations that are expected to be relatively
abundant and diverse.
In particular, oak woodland is an important habitat for many wildlife species that require trees for
roosting and nesting and acorns as a food source. This importance, combined with its restricted
distribution, often makes oak woodland a habitat targeted for conservation in southern California.
Under the City Preservation, Protection, and Removal of Trees Ordinance (No. 999), the City
protects native trees. Other regulated biological resources that occur on site are drainage features
that fall under the jurisdiction of the USACE, Los Angeles RWQCB, and CDFW, found in the bottom
of Marshall Canyon and most of the tributary drainages. Protection of the watershed, wildlife, and
general biological diversity in the Wilderness Area was a significant reason for the acquisition grant
and community input. Therefore, it is appropriate that multiple objectives were identified under a
preservation goal.

City of La Verne
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Figure 5 Wilderness Area Habitat Enhancement Opportunities
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Several objectives are identified for the goal of preserving and enhancing wildlife habitat, corridors,
and diversity. Objectives targeted at enhancing valued habitats (and particularly alluvial fan sage
scrub, chaparral, and oak woodlands) are focused on restoration of disturbed areas. Specific areas
targeted for habitat enhancement are illustrated in Figure 5.
The City should consider leveraging its management resources through the use of community
volunteer labor and partnerships with government and non-government entities to provide funding
for enhancement programs and private and public mitigation projects. For example, use of the
Wilderness Area restoration and enhancement actions could be tied to conditions of approval at the
local (e.g., compliance with CEQA), State (e.g., compliance with CDFW Lake and Streambed
Alteration Agreements), or federal (e.g., compliance with USACE Section 404 Permits) levels.

Goal #1: Preserve and Enhance Wildlife Habitat Corridors and
Diversity
OBJECTIVE 1.1:

ENHANCE AND PROTECT ALL HABITAT AREAS
Action 1.1.1: Remove any abandoned facilities
Action 1.1.2: Remove non-native tree species
Action 1.1.3: Install public access control signing along selected locations of
the trail (See Figures 8 and 9) and along Sunrise Ridge Road
stating “Habitat Management Area - No Public Access”
Action 1.1.4: Based on results of annual monitoring (see also Objective 7.1),
install public access control railings as necessary to inhibit offtrail use and creation of volunteer trails
Action 1.1.5: Based on results of annual monitoring (see also Objective 7.1),
decommission, restore to a natural gradient, and/or stabilize any
volunteer trails that have been created
Action 1.1.6: Avoid vegetation removal and management activities within the
Coast Prickly Pear Scrub sensitive vegetation community (see
Figure 2) and in areas that provide habitat to sensitive plant and
wildlife species
Action 1.1.7: Should vegetation removal in sensitive areas be determined to
be necessary and appropriate, special status species surveys will
be conducted prior to any work commencing
Action 1.1.8: Avoid management activities that would prohibit wildlife
movement through the Wilderness Area
Action 1.1.9: Coordinate with appropriate federal, state, or local agencies,
such as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, California Department
of Fish and Wildlife, and/or the Los Angeles Regional Water
Quality Control Board, prior to conducting management
activities in riparian areas
Action 1.1.10: Coordinate with the US Forest Service to ensure that
management activities are consistent with the Forest Plan, San
Gabriel National Monument Plan, and San Dimas Experimental
Forest

City of La Verne
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OBJECTIVE 1.2:

RESTORE THE SOUTHERN W ASH CORRIDOR AS RIVERSIDEAN ALLUVIAL
F AN S AGE SCRUB WITH A SURROUNDING MODIFIED COAST LIVE O AK
WOODLAND/GRASSLAND HABITAT
Action 1.2.1: Remove non-native shrubs and trees
Action 1.2.2: Revegetate with appropriate native species
Action 1.2.3: Weed abatement shall occur in coast live oak
woodland/grassland areas annually. Disking shall be prohibited.

OBJECTIVE 1.3:

PRESERVE EXISTING, AND WHERE APPROPRIATE, ENHANCE NORTHERN
MIXED CHAPARRAL/COAST LIVE O AK WOODLAND
Action 1.3.1: Remove non-native shrubs and trees
Action 1.3.2: Revegetate with appropriate native species

OBJECTIVE 1.4:

REVEGETATE DISTURBED AREAS
Action 1.4.1: Rip and grade abandoned roads and social trails where
appropriate
Action 1.4.2: Hydroseed with native erosion control mix
Action 1.4.3: Limit public access during establishment period

OBJECTIVE 1.5:

PRESERVE SIGNIFICANT AND HERITAGE TREES
Action 1.5.1: Avoid trimming and removal of significant and heritage trees
Action 1.5.2: Tree replacement will be included in restoration activities as
appropriate
Action 1.5.3: Tree trimming or removal will take place outside of nesting bird
season

Public Safety Goals
Locating a hiking trail in the floodplain of an intermittent drainage and then crossing the drainage
can be challenging relative to the ongoing maintenance of the trail (see Goal #2). Careful design and
choice of materials are required to minimize any undercutting of the trail and avoid ongoing
rehabilitation costs that may be onerous. A cautious approach in trail siting, design, and
development will be used to start a trail route composed of natural materials involving minimal
grading. After a sufficient annual monitoring period of runoff patterns, the trail location may be
modified and the trail tread upgraded as appropriate.
To address the potential for increased fire hazard associated with public use, the City is committed
to programming and implementing fuel modification activities necessary to protect nearby
neighborhoods from wildfires (see Goal #3). In addition, as discussed further below, the City will
provide rules for use of the Wilderness Area that close the area during periods of potential flood risk
and high and extreme fire danger, prohibit fires of any kind, and limit the number of access points
for the public to enter (see Objectives 2.2, 3.2, and 3.3).
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Flood Risk
The goal that addresses existing flood problems is based on considerations of issues primarily raised
by immediate neighbors to the Wilderness Area. The City has explored the construction of a flood
control debris basin in the Wilderness Area, as part of a management approach to alleviate the
flood hazard onsite and downstream. However, the City's ability to respond to this issue is
constrained by the stipulations of the State grant that do not allow such improvements within the
208-acre portion of the Wilderness Area. The 150-acre portion of the Wilderness Area that has no
such grant restrictions contains topography that makes locating such a debris basin structure
infeasible. There are also questions about the City's ability to adequately budget for the capital
improvements and on-going maintenance costs of such structures.
Nevertheless, the City is committed to exploring the possibility of installing and maintaining woody
debris racks across three tributary drainages for purposes of reducing the amount of woody debris
that could be carried downstream during heavy rainfall, particularly following wildfires in the
upstream watershed (see Objective 2.1). The recommended location of these racks is shown in
Figure 6 and a schematic diagram showing their conceptual design is provided in Figure 7. The
design and construction of these racks would be minor facilities. They are not intended to detain
water flow, which is not permitted under the grant funding for the acquisition of the Wilderness
Area, and they would have only minimal capability to detain sediment transport. Rather, they are
intended to prevent larger woody debris from reaching downstream areas where the debris could
become lodged in the channel or at culvert entrances to “block / dam” water flow and cause
subsequent damage to the Wilderness Area and adjacent properties.

View of dry drainage in Coastal Live Oak woodland in southwestern corner of La Verne Wilderness Area, facing northeast.
©Rincon Consultants, Inc. 2016.
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Figure 6 Recommended Locations of Woody Debris Racks
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Figure 7 Conceptualized Woody Debris Rack
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Goal #2: Provide Flood Hazard Management
OBJECTIVE 2.1:

MANAGE STORMWATER, SEDIMENT, AND WOODY DEBRIS
Action 2.1.1: Delineate and field stake the 100-year floodplain of the wash
and a riparian buffer within the southern limits of the Wilderness
Area. Manage as a Coast Live Oak Woodland habitat corridor to
provide both habitat diversity and facilitate the transport of
floodwaters (See also Goal #1)
Action 2.1.2: Coordinate with appropriate federal, state, or local agencies,
such as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, California Department
of Fish and Wildlife, and/or the Los Angeles Regional Water
Quality Control Board, prior to conducting management
activities in riparian areas
Action 2.1.3: Explore the possibility of installing and maintaining up to three
woody debris racks to discourage debris from moving
downstream

OBJECTIVE 2.2:

PROVIDE FOR PUBLIC S AFETY
Action 2.2.1: Close area to public access during potential rain, flood periods,
and when the southern drainage crossing is wet

Wildfire Risk
To reduce wildfire risk to the extent possible, the Wilderness Area will be closed during periods of
high and extreme fire danger, prohibit fires and smoking of any kind, and limit the number of public
access points to the Wilderness Area along its southern boundary to one location.
It is recognized that resource management activities related to the provision of a coast live oak
woodland wildlife corridor (Goal #1) and floodplain of the creek in the lower portions of the
Wilderness Area (Goal #2) result in a de-facto modification of fuel loads adjacent to existing
residences along Monterey Road consistent with California's Wildland-Urban Interface Code
requirements for designated areas. Wildfire hazard management within the Wilderness Area
requires specialized management provisions. In cooperation with the La Verne Fire Department and
other fire authorities (CAL FIRE, Los Angeles County, U.S. Forest Service), a local Brush and Fuel Load
Management Plan will be prepared and will include:


vegetative treatments of native scrub and chaparral along trails (if necessary)



appropriate methods (mechanical clearance, hand-tool thinning, goats, etc.) to provide
adequate protection without compromising user experience or causing undo environmental
impacts
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Goal #3: Provide Wildfire Hazard Management
OBJECTIVE 3.1:

CLEAR BRUSH AND MODIFY FUEL LOAD
Action 3.1.1: Weed abatement shall occur in low-lying areas of the wash in the
southern portion of the Wilderness Area annually (See also Goals
#1 and #2). Disking shall be prohibited.
Action 3.1.2: In cooperation with Los Angeles County, prepare a local Brush
and Fuel Load Vegetation Management Plan in one year of the
Wilderness Area opening to the public, and review the plan
every five years

OBJECTIVE 3.2:

PROHIBIT FIRES
Action 3.2.1: Prohibit any fires for recreation or maintenance in the
Wilderness Area
Action 3.2.2: Prohibit smoking in the Wilderness Area

OBJECTIVE 3.3:

PROVIDE FOR PUBLIC S AFETY
Action 3.3.1: Close area to public access during periods of extreme fire
danger, as defined as Fire Weather Warning, announced by the
United States National Weather Service
Action 3.3.2: No road or trail maintenance or fuel management activities shall
occur during periods of extreme fire danger (Fire Weather
Warning or Fire Weather Watch days, as posted by the United
States National Weather Service)
Action 3.3.3: In cooperation with other agencies, design, locate, and develop
strategies for acquiring and improving emergency access to the
Wilderness Area and facilitating evacuation in the event of a
wildfire
Action 3.3.4: Notify the responsible agency of any identified fire road
maintenance needs

Public Access Goals
Public use and enjoyment of the Wilderness Area's natural setting is understood to be a communitywide benefit. Nevertheless, some immediate neighbors have expressed concerns about the
increased potential for wildfires and the interruption of their own quiet enjoyment of backyard
environments. These concerns guide the public access goals of the Management Plan.
Considerations for public access and use include a wide range of options. These vary from no public
access at any time to open access with hour restrictions. Expressed issues generally fell into the
following topical areas: public safety, increased fire hazard, access options, parking at access points,
the expansion of trail network and connectivity to adjacent Angeles National Forest lands versus no
or limited new trails, the provision of restroom and water facilities, and security and maintenance
costs.
In order to address these various perspectives, a number of goals and objectives are incorporated
into the Management Plan. Overall, the goals and objectives, when taken as a whole, are aimed at
City of La Verne
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providing an enjoyable outdoor recreation experience directed toward access to the adjacent
Angeles National Forest with no or minimal impact to the environment and nearby neighborhoods.
Public access and use of the Wilderness Area will require active management and maintenance, and
implies added responsibilities for the City. Specific goals and objectives are crafted to minimize
capital improvement and maintenance costs, but provide for sufficient features and staffing for
Management Plan implementation. To the extent feasible, the City will pursue opportunities to
share and reduce these obligations and their associated costs. Conceptual public access program
features are provided in Figure 8 and Figure 9.

Examples of restricted access mechanisms that may be used to manage public access in the La Verne Wilderness Area
Top left Golden Hills Wilderness Park, La Verne ©Rincon Consultants, Inc. 2016; top right Marshall Canyon Staging Area courtesy of
County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation; bottom La Verne Wilderness Area restricted access at Via Vista Court.
©Rincon Consultants, Inc. 2016.
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Figure 8 Conceptual Public Access

City of La Verne
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Figure 9 Conceptual Public Access: Inset
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Goal #4: Provide a Tranquil and Safe Visitor Experience
OBJECTIVE 4.1:

SECURE ACCESS
Action 4.1.1: Employ a dedicated easement for public access from Golden Hills
Road to the downstream end of the wash within the southern
limits of the Wilderness Area1

OBJECTIVE 4.2:

DEVELOP LIMITED USE F ACILITIES
Action 4.2.1: Identify space for and create parking spaces, one of which would
be an accessible parking space, through striping and/or signage
along Golden Hills Road for use to access the Wilderness Area
Action 4.2.2: Develop a foot trail to avoid and/or minimize resource impacts
and related mitigation to include:


An accessible trail/maintenance route from Golden Hills Road
into the Wilderness Area



An approximately 0.6-mile, 8-foot wide accessible trail/
maintenance route from Golden Hills Road leading into the
Wilderness Area and forming a loop (conceptual trail shown in
Figures 8 and 9), and composed of natural materials with a firm
and stable surface

Action 4.2.3: Provide benches at key location(s) where there is shade or
opportunities to plant trees for future shade
Action 4.2.4: Provide interpretive signs at key locations addressing wildlife
habitat and use, and respect for privacy for adjacent neighbors
Action 4.2.5: Provide management and safety signs at the Golden Hills Road
entrance to include information about general use regulations, a
trail map, and universal access conditions. The following
information would be conveyed to the trail user:




Use restrictions
Permit requirements
Universal access information, including:










1

Degree of difficulty rating
Length of trail segment
Surface type
Typical and minimum tread width
Typical and maximum running slope
Typical and maximum cross slope
Change in elevation over the total trail length and
maximum elevation obtained

Presence and danger of mountain lions, bears, and
rattlesnakes

Reference: Conditions of Approval #34; Case Nos. 35-15TTM, 36-15ZC, 37-15ZA, and 38-15TR Proposed Residential Subdivision (Sage
Canyon) – 1977 Golden Hills Road.

City of La Verne
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Goal #5: Provide Controlled Public Access
OBJECTIVE 5.1:

PROVIDE FOR PUBLIC S AFETY
Action 5.1.1: Prohibit bicycles and equestrians
Action 5.1.2: Require all dogs to be on leashes pursuant to La Verne Municipal
Code Section 6.16.070 Leash Law

OBJECTIVE 5.2:

PROVIDE A SINGLE ACCESS POINT FROM THE CITY
Action 5.2.1: Develop access entrance on Golden Hills Road
Action 5.2.2: Identify space for parking spaces along Golden Hills Road and
post information regarding appropriate alternative overflow
parking locations
Action 5.2.3: Install an open / lock gate at Golden Hills Road

OBJECTIVE 5.3:

DESIGNATE WILDERNESS AREA AS PEDESTRIAN ACCESS / DAY USE ONLY
(NO O VERNIGHT USE)
Action 5.3.1: Install lockable gates and associated fencing at Golden Hills Road
Action 5.3.2: Install use and regulatory signs at Golden Hills Road (see also
Action 4.2.4 and 4.2.5)
Action 5.3.3: Limit Wilderness Area use from one hour after sunrise to one
hour before sunset

OBJECTIVE 5.4:

LIMIT USE TO TRAIL-RELATED PEDESTRIAN ACTIVITIES
Action 5.4.1: Provide no picnic or restroom facilities
Action 5.4.2: Require groups of 10 or more individuals to obtain a special use
permit
Action 5.4.3: Clearly inform the public / post all prohibited uses (see also
Action 4.2.4 and 4.2.5)

OBJECTIVE 5.5:

PROVIDE PHASED PUBLIC ACCESS PROGRAM B ASED ON AVAILABLE
STAFF RESOURCES AND FUNDING
Action 5.5.1: Phase 1: Allow initial access only to small groups (from 5 up to 20
individuals) through a special use permit system identifying one
designated responsible individual (reviewed annually to
determine Phase 2)
Phase 2: Based on results of annual use monitoring, issue special
use group permits and individual access permits (once
implemented, reviewed annually to determine Phase 3)
Phase 3: Based on results of annual use, allow individual access
for general use without permits (once implemented, reviewed
annually)
Action 5.5.2
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OBJECTIVE 5.6:

PROTECT ADJACENT PRIVATE PROPERTY
Action 5.6.1: Maintain approximately 50 feet between the public access trail
and existing backyard property lines along Monterey Street
Action 5.6.2: Install secure property line fencing parallel to Monterey Street
where not already existing
Action 5.6.3: Install signs along boundary lines designating the “Wilderness
Area Boundary”
Action 5.6.4: Public access to the Wilderness Area through private properties
(including from Calle Aragon and Brydon Road) shall be
prohibited
Action 5.6.5: Consult with immediate adjacent neighbors to detail the location
and design of boundary line / public access control fencing
parallel to Monterey Street and the Wilderness Area entrance

General Management Goals
In implementing the Management Plan, the City must consider applicable regulatory compliance,
related capital improvement, and on-going maintenance costs.
Selected Management Plan actions may require compliance with regulatory programs at the State
and Federal levels. Through the CEQA process and the incumbent identification of any potentially
significant adverse impacts, mitigation above and beyond the Management Plan actions will be
provided for and documented. Following certification of the document by the City, the mitigation
measures will be incorporated into the Plan and monitored to pursuant to State law.
The State may also claim its jurisdiction over any drainages and the associated riparian habitat
encroached upon by any elements of the Management Plan. For instance, the placement of woody
debris racks in tributary drainages, any trail crossings of drainages and related habitat enhancement
activities could trigger the need to obtain a Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement with the
CDFW pursuant to Section 1600 of the State Fish and Game Code. Similarly, any alterations to
drainages claimed to be jurisdictional by the USACE (normally the area within the ordinary high
water mark of a drainage) may trigger federal regulation pursuant to Section 404 of the federal
Clean Water Act. Depending on the size of jurisdictional area affected, either a preconstruction
notification or nation-wide permit is likely to be required.

Goal #6: Cooperate with Others in Management of the
Wilderness Area
OBJECTIVE 6.1:

COORDINATE WITH OTHER AGENCIES / INTEREST GROUPS / VOLUNTEERS /
NEIGHBORS TO COMPLEMENT CITY STAFF IN IMPLEMENTING RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES AND CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

Action 6.1.1: Coordinate with appropriate federal, state, or local agencies,
such as the Forest Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, and/or the Los
Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board, prior to
conducting management activities in riparian areas

City of La Verne
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Action 6.1.2: Coordinate with the US Forest Service to ensure that
management activities are consistent with the Forest Plan, San
Gabriel Mountains National Monument Plan, and San Dimas
Experimental Forest
Action 6.1.3: Where feasible, enter into inter-jurisdictional cooperative
agreement with allied agencies such the Angeles National Forest,
the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument, Los Angeles
County Department of Parks and Recreation, the cities of
Claremont and San Dimas, and non-governmental organizations,
to implement resource management programs
Action 6.1.4: Consider entering an agreement with local non-profit
organizations, such as the La Verne Land Conservancy, to assist
in resource management activities

OBJECTIVE 6.2:

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
Action 6.2.1: Consult with immediate adjacent neighbors to detail the location
and design of boundary line / public access control fencing
parallel to Monterey Street and the Wilderness Area entrance
Action 6.2.2: Consult with the community, including non-governmental
organizations, such as the La Verne Land Conservancy, to
develop the final trail design

Goal #7: Provide Sufficient Onsite Presence to Manage the
Wilderness Area
OBJECTIVE 7.1:

COORDINATE WITH OTHER AGENCIES / TRAIL GROUPS / VOLUNTEERS /
NEIGHBORS TO COMPLEMENT CITY STAFF PRESENCE
Action 7.1.1: Monitor public access conditions at the beginning, middle, and
end of the primary recreation season and after major storm
events
Action 7.1.2: Provide onsite management presence on weekends and holidays
during the prime use season once the Wilderness Area is open
for general use (see Objective 5.5 Phase 3) with City staff as
funding allows, or through management agreements, others (see
also Objective 6.1)
Action 7.1.3: Establish a Wilderness Area Watch hot line

Goal #8: Reflect Changes in Surrounding Use and Ownership
Conditions
OBJECTIVE 8.1:

ASSURE THE MANAGEMENT PLAN REMAINS CURRENT AS CONDITIONS
CHANGE.
Action 8.1.1: Review the Management Plan as needed and update as
necessary
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Goal #9: Obtain Sufficient Funds to Assure Full Implementation of
the Management Plan
OBJECTIVE 9.1:

SECURE FUNDS FOR RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
Action 9.1.1: Subsequent to any Management Plan actions, consider resource
management enhancement actions for potential funding
through City project mitigation requirements, or mitigation by
others
Action 9.1.2: Apply for funding from watershed management and wildlife
enhancement grant programs

OBJECTIVE 9.2:

SECURE FUNDS FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
Action 9.2.1: Apply for funding from watershed, watchable wildlife, and
park/open space grant programs

OBJECTIVE 9.3:

SECURE FUNDS FOR PUBLIC ACCESS MANAGEMENT
Action 9.3.1: Prior to opening the Wilderness Area to general use without
permits (reference Objective 5.5 Phase 3), fund a position to
monitor and manage the Wilderness Area and coordinate
habitat management programs in the Wilderness Area

Scalebroom in northwestern portion of La Verne Wilderness Area. ©Rincon Consultants, Inc. 2016

City of La Verne
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Implementation
Estimated Cost
Projected capital improvement costs to provide flood protection, enhance natural habitat values,
and offer new and enhanced visitor experiences consistent with the goals and objectives of the
Management Plan are detailed in Appendix C of this Management Plan. Projected costs are not
absolute and should be reassessed as needed.

Priorities
General implementation priorities for individual goals are presented in the table below.
Recommended priorities are not absolute and should be modified based on opportunities that may
occur over time.
Table 2 Implementation Priorities for Individual Goals
Priority
General
Regulatory Compliance (CEQA and permitting)

Year 1 to 2

Year 3 to 5

Beyond 5 years

x

Goal
1.

Preserve and enhance habitat, corridors, and diversity

2.

Provide flood hazard management

3.

Provide wildfire hazard management

4.

Provide a tranquil and safe visitor experience

x

x

5.

Provide controlled public access

x

x

6.

Cooperate with others in management of Wilderness Area

Ongoing

7.

Provide sufficient onsite presence to manage Wilderness Area

Ongoing

8.

Reflect changes in surrounding use and ownership conditions

Ongoing

9.

Obtain sufficient funds to implement Management Plan

Ongoing

City of La Verne
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